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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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6) ^ Claim(s) 1-5 and 25-27 is/are rejected. 
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1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5, 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Renner et al (US 6,219,107). 

Claim 1: 

Renner discloses: 

A video decoder (Figs. 1,4, and the ABSTRACT), comprising: 

"input interface circuitry for receiving an input video signal", see Fig. 1 items Vin, 
110, 108; 

"separation circuitry, for separating the received input video signal into signal 
components", see col. 2 lines 42-53, col. 4 line 40 to col. 5 line 13; 

"output format circuitry for presenting an output signal to a video display", see 
Fig. 1 item OUT, Fig. 4; 

"and a first automatic gain control circuit (col. 1 lines 16-17), comprising: 

"a gain stage for amplifying a signal corresponding to the input video signal by a 
first gain value", see Fig. 1 item AGC; 
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"and gain update circuitry, for modifying the gain value responsive to a selected 
one of a plurality of signal attributes of the input video signal derived at least in part from 
the signal components separated bv the separation circuitry ", see Fig. 1 items OUT, 
108, 110, col. 4 line 40 to col. 5 line 13. 
Claim 2 is disclosed, see col. 3 lines 32-67, col. 4 lines 24-51. 
Claim 3 is disclosed, see col. 3 lines 32-67, col. 4 lines 24-51, col. 2 lines 13-53. 
Claim 4 is disclosed, see col. 1 lines 31-64, col. 4 lines 29-51, col. 3 lines 23-66. 
Claim 5 is disclosed, see col. 4 lines 29-51. 
Claim 25 is disclosed, see Fig. 1 item 110. 
Claim 26 is disclosed, see Fig. 1 items A2D, 110. 
Claim 27 is disclosed, see Fig. 4 item 400. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered, but they are moot in view of 
the new interpretation of the reference necessitated by the amendment, all the added 
limitations have been addressed in the rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 6-24 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

< 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean W. Desir whose telephone number is (571 ) 272 
7344. The examiner can normally be reached on 5/4/9 - First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L. Ometz can be reached on (571) 272 7593. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JWD 

Jan. 20, 08 




DAVID OMETZ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



